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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To allow an eleotric programming guide(EPG) equipment to display the 
connecting state, etc., with other devices on its EPG picture. 

SOLUTION: TV 21 detects that it is connected with VTR 22 by communication on a digital control 
signal line 29. TV 21 displays characters and a picture indicating the connection with VTR 22 on the 
EPG picture of a display part 36 with EPG data decoded by EPG decoder 39. A broadcasting 
program to receive by the tuner 37 of TV 2t and a program to reproduce by VTR 22 can be selected 
while watching this EPG picture. In addition, the video recording of VTR 22 can be reserved 



Claims of correspondent: EP0843468 



1. A system comprising an EPG apparatus and an external apparatus connected to said EPG 
apparatus by a communication means wherein, when said EPG apparatus detects connection of said 
external apparatus to said EPG apparatus by using said communication means, said EPG apparatus 
displays data regarding said external apparatus on an EPG screen thereof along with EPG data 
resulting from decoding can-ied out by an EPG decoder embedded in said EPG apparatus. 

2. A system according to claim 1 wherein said data regarding said external apparatus is a character 
or an image indicating said external apparatus. 

3. A system according to claim 1 or 2 wherein said data regarding said external apparatus includes 
information on programs that can be generated by said external apparatus. 

4. A system according to claim 1. 2 or 3 wherein said EPG apparatus has a display means and said 
EPG screen is displayed on said display means. 

5. A system according to claim 1. 2. 3 or 4 further including a second external apparatus other than 
said external apparatus connected to said EPG apparatus by said communication means, said second 
external apparatus has a display means and said EPG screen is displayed on said display means. 

6. A system according to any one of the preceding claims wherein, when said data reaardina said 
external apparatus displayed on said EPG screen is selected, said EPG apparatus issues an 
instruction to said external apparatus through said communication means to request said external 
apparatus to start outputting a program indicated by said selected data. 

7 A system according to claim 3 wherein a program that said external apparatus is capable of 
outputting is a program recorded in said external apparatus in advance. 
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